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medieval letters. The sphere of usefulness which it will fill may 
thus be wider than that of a manual aiming only to give acquain- 
tance with literature, but its true functions and limitations should 
not be mistaken. 

William Witherle Lawrence. 

Columbia University. 



A MANUAL OF THE WRITINGS IN MIDDLE ENGLISH 
1050-1400. By John Edwin Wells, PhD., Professor of Eng- 
lish Literature in Beloit College. Published under the 
auspices of the Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences 
by the Yale Univ. Press, New Haven. 1916. XV and 941 pp. 

Students of Middle English who have attempted to get together 
the data relating to the various text editions, grammatical studies, 
and critical appreciations of the literary monuments of the period 
will welcome this book which Professor Wells has put into such 
usable form and, as one at all famihar with the material will 
appreciate, at the cost of so much painstaking search. For the 
first time, as Professor Wells truly says, all the available literature 
of the period has been classified and the facts pertaining to date, 
MS. or MSS., extent, dialect, etc., collected and placed where 
they are easily accessible. Doubtless the classification will, in 
some instances, seem rather questionable but as one uses the book 
he can easily reclassify to suit himself. The important thing 
is that one will no longer have to search through the long files of 
periodicals and the ever-growing series of texts and studies before 
he can enter upon some study of a historical or classificational 
nature, or before he can feel reasonably confident that he has at 
hand all the important publications concerning any special piece 
of Middle English literature. 

One would like to know, in the case of certain of the more 
prominent works cited in the bibliography, why some reviews 
were noted and others omitted. On the whole only those reviews 
are listed which contribute to the discussion of the matter in 
hand. Considering, also, that the data found in the first part 
of the collection are supposed to "record the generally accepted 
views of scholars" some of the dates assigned to certain pieces 
of literature seem a trifle arbitrary. Perhaps it is, however, merely 
a desire to be conservative that is shown in the dating of Cursor 
Mundi after 1300 rather than before, and in the assigning of later 
dates to the Jesus College MS. (p. 375), to the Bestiary (p. 182), 
the Vespasian Homihes (p. 284), etc. As a whole the summaries 
are conservatively made and throw light on many a question of 
the relationship of versions and MSS. which the beginner in the 
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field of Middle English has hitherto spent hours in working out 
for himself. 

Certain pieces which lie just on the border line between Old 
and Middle English I would suggest as deserving of a place in 
the volume if the Medicina and some pieces of MS. Cott. Ves- 
pasian D XIV are included. Such are the Laws of William I 
ed. Liebermann, 1:483-486, the englishing of Chapters 1-16 of 
Alcuin's De Virtutibus et Vitiis ed. Assmann in Anglia 11:371-391, 
New Year's Prophecies ed. Assmann, Anglia 11:369, Sermo in 
Festis S. Mariae ed. H. A. Vance, Jena diss. 1894, (rev. Engl. 
Stud. 21:116). Perhaps there should be included also: in Chap. 

II the Speculum Laicorum ed. in part by Ingram, 1882; in Chap. 

III the Middle English portions of the Hyde Abbey Chronicle 
and Chartulary ed. by Edwards for the Rolls Series, 1866; in 
Chap. X Walter of Henley's Husbandry ed. Eliz. Lamond, Lon- 
don, 1890. 

While one hesitates to urge his own choice of matter for a 
volume from which it is so plainly necessary to exclude the less 
valuable, yet, in his preparation of his next edition, which the 
helpfulness of the book and the rapid accumulation of biblio- 
graphical material will make almost imperative in the not remote 
future. Professor Wells may find in the following notes something 
which should be included: 

I, 291 Weymonth, Phil. Soc. 1860-1: 279-81; Sommer, Acad. 
38; 450-1, 479. 

II, 15 Edited by C. Hopper in the Camden Miscellany, 

Vol. 73 of Camden Soc. Publ. 1st Series. 
16 Edited from MS. Rawl. 118 by W. Heuser in Anglia 

30:200. 
24 Rev. of Morris's ed. by Holthausen, Archiv 88:365-9. 

III, 1 Emerson, On a passage in the Peterborough Chronicle, 

Mod. Lang. Notes 3:507-9; Academy 40:14, 37, 
77; 0. P. Behm, The Language of the Later 
Part of the P. C, Upsala diss., 1884 (rev. Anglia 
Anz. 8:18); H. Meyer, Zur Sprache der jiingeren 
Teile der Chronik von Peterborough. Freiburg 
diss., 1890 (?). 
4 Athena;um 1888, I, 600, 630, 828. 

IV, 10 Th. Vatke, Lied auf den Bruch der Magna Charta 

durch Edward II, Archiv 72:467. 
47 MSS. Cott. and Caius ed. by HazHtt, Remains 1:159- 

167. 
51 Murray in Athen. 1884, II, 466-7; Coulton, Mod. 

Lang. Rev. 7:372-3. 
53 Notes and Queries (Ser. 3) 11:352, 12:211-12. 

■ The following items are numbered according to chapter and topic numbers. 
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V, 1 Wiilcker, PBBeitr. 1:209; Murray and Furnivall, 

Acad. 1889,901:89,908:206. 
12 Holthausen, Engl. Stud. 14:396-401, 15:306-9; Skeat, 

Mod. Lang. Quart. 2:299. 
14 Kaphengst, An Essay on the Ormulum. Rostock 

diss. 1879; Blackburn in Amer. Jour, of Phil. 

2:46-58; Hale, Mod. Lang. Notes 8:37-46. 
16 Heuser, Anglia 17:82-90. 
19 Under Editions: Laud lOS should be included: Dun- 

stan and Christopher publ. in Ebert's Jahrb. 

14:32-41 and Michael, Jahrb. 13:150-180. 

VI, 2 To LI. 9863-66, Anglia 38:251-4. 

40 Goyau, Visions Mystiques etc.. Revue des deux 

Mondes (de Periode) 16:830-56; Brock, The 
Grammatical Forms etc., Phil. Soc. 1865:150-167; 
Kenyon, Mod. Lang. Notes 29:127-8. 

41 A collation of Schroer's ed. by Kolbing, Engl. Stud. 

16:152-4. 
45 Weymouth, Phil. Soc. 1862-3:48-66; Haase, Die 
altengl. Bearbeitungen von Grosseteste's "Chasteau 
D'Amour" verglichen mit der Quelle. Leipzig 
diss. 1889 and Anglia 12:311-74. 

VII, 5 Holthausen, Archiv 88:370-2. 

6 Kittredge, Amer. Jour, of Phil. 6:480. 

9 Edition of MS. Harl. 5396 in Ritson-Goldschmid, 

Anc. Pop. Poetry 2:13-22. 1884. 
30 Laud text ed. by Horstmann in Archiv 52:33-38. 

VIII, 41 Bosworth and Waring, The Gothic and A.S. Gospels 
.... the Versions of Wyclifle and Tyndale. London. 
1865; Maass, Archiv 29:221-230. 

IX, 1 Holthausen's note to Buchholtz's ed., AngHa 14:321. 
Bodley— E. MuUer, Archiv 29:205-11; Dudley, Mod. 
Phil. 11:429-442. 

X, 31 Wright, Early Travels in Palestine pp. 127-282. 
London, 1848; Gesenius, Archiv 27:391-428; Mont- 
egut, Rev. des deux Mondes 96:277, 547; Notes 
and Queries (Ser. 11) 10:505-6. 

XI, 4 P. Andreae, Die Handschriften des P. of C. von R. 
Rolle etc. Berlin diss. 1888. 

XIV, 2 Brown, Mod. Lang. Notes 29:60-1. 

6 Holthausen, Anglia 21:443-452, Engl. Stud. 41:380-4; 

Luick, Anglia 22:384. 

7 Capes, The Poetry of the Early Mysteries. Nine- 

teenth Cent. 14:654-673. 
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8 Craig, N. Y. Nation 97:308-9; Craig and Greg, Athen. 
1913, II, 166, 262; Svenson, An Inquiry into the 
Composition and Structure of Ludus Coventriae. 
Univ. of Minnesota Studies in Lang, and Lit. 
No. I, Oct. 1914. 

XV, 2 Schofield, Symbolism, allegory and autobiography 
in "The Pearl." PMLA 24:585-675. 

Sec. 2 Gower — Koellreuter, Das Privatleben in England nach 
den Dichtungen von Chaucer, Gower und Langland. 
Zurich diss. 1908. 

XVI, 1 Scott, Athen. 1914, I, 794. 

One misses, also, from the list of Series of Editions or Mono- 
graphs on p. 759 the Rolls Series, GoUancz's Select Early English 
Poems and The North Carolina Studies in Philology, all of which 
contain material and the promise of more bearing upon the period 
under consideration. 

Some of the works in the above list doubtless are included in 
other bibliographies of the book but at any rate are not placed 
where one would naturally look for them. Perhaps in some other 
instances a closer analysis of a work might result in placing it 
more conveniently for the student not familiar with the field, as, 
for example, in the case of Gasner's dissertation on Wyclif's Bible 
which belongs under VIII, 41 rather than XII, 2; or as in the 
slightly different case of the various editions of selections from the 
Southern Legend Collection in MS. Laud 108 which are given in 
part under V, 19 and in part under the various heads following 
V, 31 instead of being brought together under V, 19. On the whole 
Professor Wells has been generous in giving cross-references and 
in listing a variety of editions, which is important; for if the manual 
is to attain its greatest usefulness it must serve not only those 
scholars who are so fortunate as to be able to choose their working 
material in well stocked libraries but also those who must make the 
best of poorer libraries. 

It would have been well had a brief statement been given of 
the author's reason for using the form Lovelich adopted by the 
later editors rather than FurnivaU's Lonelich as the occurrence 
of the two forms is somewhat puzzling to the student who has not 
chanced upon the discussion of Bradley and Skeat in the Athenaeum. 
It would have been according to the more general practice, since 
it is possible to choose between the two forms, had the form Odavian 
been used rather than the less famihar Odovian. 

For the purpose of historical grammatical studies where one 
desires to utilize the contents of entire manuscripts it would be a 
great convenience if the manual possessed another index referring 
to the various places in which each MS. is mentioned. It is 
true one can get the information as to MS. contents in the dif- 
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ferent library catalogs but they, again, are not always easily 
attainable. 

The book has a few little inaccuracies which are probably 
largely typographical errors. In the bibliography the following 
occur: 

I, 5 Among revs, of Holthausen's ed. Archiv 108.197 is 
repeated. 
9 Amor ant for A mar ant. 
II, 14 Ed. of Addit. is in Engl. Stud. 14 

III, 3 Luhmann's Die Ueberlieferung etc. is a Gottingen diss. 

IV, 12 Rev. of Scholle's ed. is in LitBl 6.108 instead of 187. 
V, 12 Apparently the final note should read: see other 

refs., pp. 817-8. 
14 For Effert read Effer. 19 After On Guthlac read 
Bonner. Mohr's Bonn. diss, was publ. 1888. 

51 For Knorck read KnSrk. 

52 For Vogt, PBBeitr 1.281 read Vogt. 

VI, 1 For Hornung Die Schreibg. der Hds. F., read 
Horning, and E. 
VIII, 21 For Aaler read Adler. A Breslau diss. 
41 Grimm's Marburg diss, was publ. in 1891. 
IX, 8 Among revs, of Gadow's ed. for Archiv 123.235 read 
126.235. 
XII, 1 For Gassner read Gasner. 

XIV, 7 For Vdke (Der Tod des Abel) read Vatke. This 
was publ. also in Archiv 54:39-54. 
In the index the alphabetical arrangement of the "Williams" 
is not quite correct and William Paris, p. 309, should be included. 
The entry Love-Songs, see Secular Lyrics is perplexing as it leads 
to nothing in the index. Also the reference under ReliquicB Anti- 
que to p. 484 is misleading. 

On the whole the manual is accurate and comprehensive. 
Among so very many references a few errors are almost inevitable 
and of course there will be some difference of opinion as to the 
inclusion of certain titles in such a bibliography. The above 
suggestions and corrections are made, not for the purpose of 
finding flaws in the book, but because it is even more than most 
books the common property of students of Middle English and its 
author should have not only the gratitude but the cooperation as 
well of all who expect to use it extensively. I have compared it 
quite carefully with a rather extensive private collection of my 
own and can appreciate not only the amount of the material pro- 
vided but the accuracy of it as well. Surely no one who is inter- 
ested in the older writings of England can afford to be without it. 

Arthur G. Kennedy. 
Stanford University. 



